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The Projec t :  Feature  length motion pic ture  for  theatr ica l  	
re lease,  fo l lowed by distr ibut ion into cable  te levis ion, 
broadcast  te levis ion,  DVD and anci l lar y  markets 

Projec t  status :

	 Screenplay  completed

	 Direc tor  attached

	 Cast ing in  progress

	 Locat ion scout ing in  progress

	 Distr ibutor  submiss ion

Timel ine:

	 Januar y  2011 –  March 2011		  Pr incipal  Photography

	 Apr i l  2011 –  Oc tober  2011		  Post  Produc t ion

	 November  1 ,  2011				    Release Date

The Project

Screenplay  & synopsis  by  Daniel  Z iegler   •   Lyr ics  by  K i t  Ebersbach
Registered WGA # :   1389137
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Fed up with the pace of  the modern wor ld,  Norma is 
look ing for  an escape,  a  place where yesterday ’s  tech-
nology is  good enough,  where enjoying l i fe  i sn’t  ex tra-
curr icular  but  the main event .   She is  look ing for  the 
wor ld  of  Don Tik i .

For  the uninit iated though,  Don Tik i ’s  universe  is  dan-
gerous,  cult ish ,  subvers ive.   Deputized by her  f rant ic 
parents,  Norma’s  f iancé M yles  wi l l  go to  any length to 
keep his  betrothed f rom reaching her  goal ,  the inner 
sanc tum of  the Don himsel f.  

The separated couple  must  f ind their  own paths  to  the 
myst ical  Tik i  I s land.   And though they see the same 
s ights,  meet  the same people,  their  exper iences  are  a l to -
gether  di f ferent .   Norma’s  t r ip  into Don Tik i ’s  domain is 
enchant ing;  M yles  sees  only  threats  and danger.

But  M yles  can’t  help but  learn f rom the color ful  guides 
and expansive adventures  a long his  t rek .   As  the couple 
reach the end of  their  journey,  they come together  at 
last  and are  given a  rare  gl impse at  the real  wor ld  f rom 
Don Tik i ’s  perspec t ive.   I t ’s  enough to  make even M yles 
think t wice about  going home.  

Synopsis



“Buy drinks — drinks for her,
it seems so proper and so de rigueur
Stockings sizzle on her thighs,
that look in her eyes,
I  feel l ike a prize
Chinatown Bar Cha Cha Cha

She calls me handsome
she calls me clever
while I  make plans
to stay forever
Chinatown Bar Cha Cha Cha”

CHINATOWN BAR

“Whatever you do
to help you make it through 
Whatever you do
do what you must
But whatever you do, don’t drink
whatever you do, don’t drink
whatever you do, don’t drink
that Pagan Lust

Whatever you drink 
to put you in the pink
It ’s not what you think
in God you’ll trust
So whatever you do, don’t drink	
whatever you do, don’t drink	
whatever you do, don’t drink 
that Pagan Lust

Oh, listen to me people
you’ll be swimmin’ in sin
You can smell the guava, but there’s 
red-hot lava in a cobra’s skin
You’ll feel the fangs of  a dragon	
thru a palace guard ’s boot		
You’ll do the full-quart squirm,
you tequila worm
through the passion-fruit”

PAGAN LUST

“Let me tell you ‘bout my 
neighborhood
‘cause when you visit me tonight
ooh, you better stay out of  the 
shadows,
stay in the bright, bright l ight
Don’t take fright, 
the natives are restless tonight

They ’re not particularly interested
in me or you
They ’re just looking for some meat
to put into their stew
Don’t take fright, 
the natives are restless tonight”

THE NATIVES ARE RESTLESS

“Oh that hypnotizing man
that hypnotizing man
He’ll  put the hoodoo on you too,
that hypnotizing man

He will  fit you in his plans
and then hit you with demands
He knows you well,  you’re in his spell
that hypnotizing man”

THAT HYPNOTIZING MAN

SAMPLE SONGS FROM THE FORBIDDEN WORLD OF DON TIKI

Whi le searching for h is  f iancé Norma 
before she can reach the myster ious 

is land of  Don Tik i , Myles gets  h is  f i rst 
c lue where to f ind her. . .

1 But h is  way seems to be b locked at 
ever y turn. . . by the ver y same people 

who are help ing Norma f ind the e lus ive 
Don Tik i . The denizens of  Chinatown 
conspire to s ing a  dark warning to h im. . .

2

They both wind up on the exot ic 
shores of  Tik i  I s land, with Norma 

as a  wide-eyed tour ist  and Myles in 
fur ious and irr i tab le pursuit . 

3

Myles f inal ly catches up with her. . . in the 
la ir of the Don himsel f !  Losing control 

under the spel l  of the mysterious s inger, Myles 
f inal ly comes to a new understanding of t ik i .

4

Al l  songs f rom the records of  Don TIk i
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Writer-D irec tor/Dan Ziegler  i s  an expatr iate  New Yorker  l iv ing 
in  re lat ive  bl iss  in  Honolulu  where he wr i tes  and direc ts  broad-
cast  adver t is ing,  f i lms,  documentar ies,  and corporate  commu-
nicat ion.  Daniel  recent ly  completed “Sydney Sk ytour :  The Great 
Austra l ian Expedit ion”,  a  mult i -$mi l l ion,  mult i -sensor y  attrac-
t ion in  Sydney,  Austra l ia .  He a lso  recent ly  wrote and direc ted a 
nat ional  industr ia l  for  Scher ing Plough starr ing Mar t in  Shor t . 
He is  developing a  t ravel  show cal led “Don’t  Go There,” as  wel l 
as  “Red Flag”,  a  broadcast  te levis ion episodic  and has  wr i t ten 
screenplays  for  independent  feature  projec ts  “ The Last  Watch;” 
and “Stor ytel ler.” As  Creat ive  Direc tor  of  PBS af f i l iate  stat ion 
KHE T (Hawai i  Publ ic  Televis ion) ,  Daniel  d i rec ted such shows as 
“Black- out  Baby,” an Emmy award winning documentar y  on Pear l 
Harbor ;  “ The Breaks,” a  week ly  te levis ion magazine;  and “S imple 
Courage,” an internat ional ly  accla imed documentar y  on the his-
tor y  of  leprosy  in  Hawai i .  He is  the rec ipient  of  numerous f i lm 
and broadcast ing awards  including t wo Emmys,  Cine Eagles,  Pe -
les,  the IR IS  Award,  and awards  f rom the Chicago,  Houston,  New 
York ,  and Hawai i  I nternat ional  Fi lm Fest ivals .  

Pro ducer/Dana S atler  Hank ins  i s  the pres ident  of  Redhead 
Produc t ions,  an enter ta inment  company involved in  theatr ica l , 
te levis ion,  documentar y,  and commercia l  produc t ion.   Her  most 
recent  projec t ,  KNOTS ( ’10) ,  i s  an independent  f i lm set  in  Hawai i 
about  wedding planners  who can’t  keep their  own k apak ahi  love 
l ives  in  order,  s tarr ing I l leana Douglas  and is  in  post-produc t ion.  
Shor t  f i lm,  CHIEF ( ’08)  premiered at  the Sundance Fi lm Fest ival 
and enjoyed a  run at  prest igious  fest ivals  across  the countr y.  
Her  theatr ica l  credits  inc lude Hol ly wood features  THE TEMPEST 
(di rec ted by Jul ie  Taymor for  re lease in  ’09) ,  STAKEOUT,  B IRD ON 
A WIRE,  and SHOR T CIRCUIT,  as  wel l  as  the cr i t ica l ly  accla imed 
independent  re lease,  P IC TURE BRIDE,  winner  of  the Audience 
Award at  the Sundance Fi lm Fest ival  in  1996. 

Filmmakers
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Co -Pro ducer/Lloyd Kandell  i s  Flu id  Floyd,  Don Tik i ’s  co - creator, 
producer,  and manager.   K andel l  met  his  par tner  in  Tik i ,  K i t  Eber-
sbach ak a Perr y  Coma,  whi le  look ing for  a  piano teacher  in  1978 
on the is land of  K auai .   K andel l  runs  Taboo Records  (publ isher  of 
Don Tik i )  out  of  h is  1927 v intage Hawai ian home.   He is  a lso  the 
pres ident  of  K andel l  Adver t is ing,  I nc. ,  an award winning adver-
t is ing and publ ic  re lat ions  f i rm.

Comp oser  & Music al  D irec tor/Kit  E b ersbach  was  nur tured 10 
mi les  away f rom the smog- enveloped spires  of  Manhattan.   I n  h is 
post-BA days,  ac t ing on the sor t  of  cheap enl ightenment  he was 
convinced he had atta ined under  the cerulean sk ies  of  Hawaiʻi , 
he  made the M istake of  h is  L i fe,  choosing the benighted career 
of  …… Profess ional  Music ian.   H is  last  hope on Ear th is  that ,  by 
changing his  name to Perr y  Coma and foist ing the neo - exot ica 
music  of  Don Tik i  onto an unsuspec t ing and indi f ferent  publ ic , 
he  can at  last  pay his  back taxes  - -  or  maybe avoid paying them 
ent i re ly,  should the nom- de -t ik i  work  out  that  way…..

DON TIKI/1st  re lease in  1997,  The Forbidden Sounds of  Don Tik i , 
inc luded guest  ar t ists  Mar t in  Denny,  Teresa  Br ight  and J immy 
Borges.   New release,  S outh of  the Boudoir,  winner  of  Hawai i  Mu-
s ic  Awards  2009 Best  Adult  Contemporar y  a lbum.   Fi rst  l ive  show 
at  the histor ic  K ahik i  in  Columbus,  Ohio in  2000 and have played 
sold out  concer ts  in  Hawai i  f rom the Hawai ian Hut  to  the Ha-
wai i  Theatre.    P layed at  large convent ions  for  M icrosof t ,  Google, 
Cisco,  etc.  and headl ined a  2008 summer music  fest ival  in  Ber l in .  
L icensed songs for  wor ld-wide T V ad campaigns for  Samsung 
and V W.   Featured on Anthony Bourdain :  No Reser vat ions  -  Ha-
wai i  episode on the Travel  Channel .

Filmmakers
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1.  The proposed projec t  l ies  within  a  proven commercia l  genre ;  a 
fami ly  f i lm that  wi l l  appeal  to  a l l  segments  of  the audience –  i t ’s  a 
journey set  in  the exot ic ,  whimsical ,  and sensual  t ik i - land,  as  wel l  as 
an adventure  for  the k ids ;

2 .  I t  has  as  a  bui l t - in  audience,  due to  the interest  in  and success  of 
the pre -re leased musical  t racks ;

3 .  The market ing and promotion of  the feature  f i lm wi l l  benef i t  f rom 
the v isual ly  attrac t ive  -  color ful ,  fun and st y l ish  -  e lements  of  t ik i 
culture,  as  wel l  as  the pre -re leased musical  t racks ;

4 .  The Forbidden Wor ld  of  Don Tik i  has  the potent ia l  to  cast  h igh-
prof i le  ta lent  due to  the unique nature  of  the mater ia l ;

5 .  The produc t ion team,  including direc tor  and producers,  are 
exper ienced profess ionals  whose previous  f i lm and music  projec ts 
are  highly  regarded;

6 .  The re lat ively  moderate  produc t ion budget  speaks  to  the suppor t 
of  the local  communit y  ( in-k ind donat ions)  as  wel l  as  assurance that 
the f i lm wi l l  make a  return to  investors ;

7 .  The expec ted ROI  af ter  pr ior i t y  return of  pr incipal  i s  191%, 
projec ted to  be within  three years  f rom theatr ica l  broadcast .

Analysis/Summary

This  memorandum is  a  business  over view and for  discussion purposes  only.  I t  does not 
const itute  an offer,  agreement,  or  binding offer  for  f inancing or  sale  of  securit ies.  I t  is 
for  confidential  use and may not  be reproduced without  permission.
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Budget : 	 $3m

Domest ic  Box O ff ice : 							       $12m
Reduced by Exhibitor/Distr ibutor  Expenses  inc  P&A	 $9m		  $3m

Pay T V: 									         $2m
Reduced by Distr ibutor/O ther  Expenses 			   $1m		  $1m

Home Video/DVD: 							       $20m
Reduced by Exhibitor/Distr ibutor  Expenses  inc  P&A	 $14m	 $6m

Basic  Cable : 								        $2m
Reduced by Distr ibutor  Expenses 				    $1m		  $1m

New Media  appl icat ions  (c l ick-through) 			   $1m
Reduced by Distr ibutor  Expenses 				    $ .5m		 $ .5m

Merchandis ing Tie - I n  with New Music  sa les 			  $1m
Reduced by Distr ibutor  Expenses 				    $ .6m		 $ .4m

Foreign,  wor ld-wide,  a l l - in ,  less  expenses 					      $8m

Total : 										               $19.9m
Less  Budget : 								          		   $3m
Return: 										               $16.9m	
									       
*Data :   imdbpro.com,  Fi lm Speci f ic  –  independent  f i lm distr ibut ion; 
thenumbers.com;  boxoff icemojo.com

Projections* 

The projec t ions contained herein are  est imates  only.  The company does not  intend to 
update or  other wise revise  the projec t ions to  ref lec t  c ircumstances  exist ing af ter  the 
date hereof  or  to  ref lec t  the occurrence of  future events.
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Cash I nvestment 						      $3m

To apply  as  tax  credits :

Hawaii  I ncome Tax Credit,  Ac t  221,  S ec tion 235
Provides  a  100% tax  credit  against  Hawai i  State  taxes,  for  equit y
investments  in  Qual i f ied H igh Tech Companies  (QHTB) .  I nvestors
c la im this  credit  f ront- loaded over  f ive  years ;  35% (up to  $700,000)
in  Year/1 ,  25% (up to  $500,000)  in  Year/2 ,  20% (up to  $400,000)  in
Year/3 ,  10% (up to  $200,000)  in  Year/4 ,  10% (up to  $200,000)  in  Year/5

Federal  Deduc tion as  p er  2004 Jobs Ac t,  sec tion 181
S ec t ion 181 permits  a  100% wr ite - of f  for  the cost  of  cer ta in  audiovi -
sual  works.  An indiv idual  or  company who makes  an investment
into S ec t ion 181 qual i f ied produc t ions  can take a  100% deduc t ion of
their  investment  against  their  pass ive  ( indiv idual )  or  ordinar y  (as  C
Corporat ion)  income in  the year  their  investment  was  made.

Federal  Deduc tion as  p er  2004 Jobs Ac t,  sec tion 199
S ec t ion 199 provides  a  9% deduc t ion of  so - cal led qual i fy ing
“produc t ion ac t iv i t ies  income,” which refers  to  the net  income from
the l icense,  sa le,  exchange or  disposit ion of  any “qual i f ied f i lm”
produced by the taxpayer.

Hawaii  Ac t  221,  S ec tion 235,  Royalt ies  exclusion
provides  that  royalt ies  der ived f rom Per forming Ar ts  produc ts  of 
QHTB are  excluded f rom taxable  gross  income and not  subjec t  to 
state  income tax .

Terms Worksheet (1)
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Cash I nvestment 						      $3m

To apply  as  return on investment :

Net  Producer  I ncome (NPI )  							      (ROI)

Fi rst  $3m,  return to  I nvestors  				    $3m

Assuming Jan 2012 re lease date,  a l low 9  months  for  return/Oc t  2012

Nex t  $6m,  NPI  return is  spl i t  50-50% 			   $3m 		  (100%)

Producer/ I nvestor

Assuming Jan 2012 re lease date,  a l low +9 months  for  return/July  2013

Nex t  $10.9m,  NPI  return is  spl i t  75-25% 		  $2 .725m 	 (191%)

Producer/ I nvestor

Assuming Jan 2012 re lease date,  a l low +9 month for  return/Apr  2014

Thereaf ter,  NPI  return is  spl i t  90%-10% 		  +

Producer/ I nvestor

Total  return af ter  investment  				    $5 .725m

Terms Worksheet (2)

The projec t ions contained herein are  est imates  only.  The company does not  intend to 
update or  other wise revise  the projec t ions to  ref lec t  c ircumstances  exist ing af ter  the 
date hereof  or  to  ref lec t  the occurrence of  future events.
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The Ro ck y Horror  Pic ture Show,  1975

A newly  engaged couple  have a  breakdown in  an isolated area 
and must  pay a  cal l  	to  the bizarre  res idence of  Dr.  Frank-N-Fur t-
er.   Cast :  unk nowns.   Budget  $1.2m.   Wor ldwide gross :   $140m

The Commitments,  1991			 
The travai ls  of  J immy R abbitt  to  form the “ Wor ld ’s  Hardest  Work-
ing 	 Band,” The Commitments,  and br ing soul  music  to  the peo -
ple  of  Dubl in ,  	 I re land.    Cast :   unk nowns.    Budget  $5m.   Wor ld-
wide gross :   $14.9m			   

Stric t ly  B al lro om, 1992				  

Scott  Hast ings  is  a  champion bal l room dancer,  who bel ieves  in 
dancing “his  own steps”.   Fran is  a  beginning dancer  and a  bit  of 
an ugly  duck l ing.   Together,  these t wo misf i ts  t r y  to  win the Pan 
Paci f ic  Championships.  Cast :  unk nowns.   Budget :   $3m (AUD) .  
Wor ldwide gross :   $11.7m		

Adventures  of  Prisci l la,  Q ueen of  the Deser t,  1994			 
Two drag queens and a  t ranssexual  get  a  cabaret  gig  in  the mid-
dle  of  the deser t .   Cast :  unk nowns ( then) .   Budget :   $2m (AUD) .  
Wor ldwide gross :  $11.2m

The Full  M ont y,  1997			 

Six  unemployed steel  workers  form a  male  str iptease ac t .  The 
women cheer  them on to  go for  “ the ful l  mont y ” -  tota l  nudit y.  
Cast :   unk nowns.  Budget  $3.5m.  Domest ic  gross :   $46m.   Wor ld-
wide gross :  $256m			 

O nce,  2006

A modern- day musical  about  a  busker  and an immigrant  and 
their  eventful  week in  Dubl in ,  as  they wr i te,  rehearse  and record 
songs that  te l l  their  love stor y.  Cast :  unk nowns.   Budget :   $150k .  
Wor ldwide gross :   $20m

Comparables


